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naked assertions of the practical irresponsibility of the
sovereign power (wherever resting) in any state, his own
political action had too well exemplified the theory to
leave it open to him to take effective ground against
it, were any such to be found. His ' Brief Yiew and
Survey of the dangerous and pernicious Errors to Church
and State in Mr Hobbes's book entitled Leviathan7
passes accordingly into the same kind of indignant protest,
without discrimination, as was vented by the crowd of
objectors, mostly clerics, against the paradoxes with
which Hobbes loved to shock the common-sense of his
readers, seeking rather to cow than to persuade them
into acceptance of his clear-cut scheme of thought and
practice.

ITothmg, it may at once be allowed, could be more
natural than the revolt of common-sense against the
general spirit and tendency of the scheme. The most
cherished convictions of humanity had been ruthlessly
trampled under foot by Hobbes in his determination to
reduce to absolute simplicity the account of man's place
in the universe, and so to get rid of everything that
might be represented as factitious cause of social dis-
order. JSTo sooner had his late-born interest in the new
mechanical philosophy suggested to him tho thought
of seeking for a physical expression of the mental pro-
cesses and human relations of which he had long before
been a careful and anxious observer, than he had fallen
into the way of regarding all that he could not so express
as mere figment or shadow. Seeing then his country-
men parted into hostile camps by what he could only
regard as vain distinctions of the religious imagination,
and ready, as they clutched at each other's throats, to